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be given."   " So be it" said the god, and therewith disappeared.   The king returned
to his city along with the merchant.
Thus the statue told a tale to King Bhoja. ** If you are possest of such heroism,
ascend this throne."
Here ends the seventh story
BRIEF RECENSION OF 7                                        [This, in mss. of BR, is 5
Then the fifth statue said: Hear, O king.
On one occasion before King Yikramarka a certain man who had come from foreign
parts with a great company told of his adventures: ** O king, in the middle of the
ocean is an island, and upon it a great penance-grove. Here there is a temple to
Caijdl, where is placed a beautiful couple, a man and a woman, who are however
lifeless. On the wall there is this inscription: * Whenever a man will present his head
here to the goddess, then they shall be restored to life.* " Hearing this the king went
to that place, and entered the shrine of the goddess. There he saw the lifeless pair.
Seeing them, the king put his sword to his own throat. Thereupon the goddess ap-
peared and stayed the king by the hand, saying: " 0 king, I am appeased and grant
you a wish; choose what you will." The king said: " Let this pair be restored to life
by your grace, O goddess.** Thereupon they were restored to life. The king returned
to his own city.
The statue said: O king, let him who possesses such courage ascend this throne.
Here ends the fifth story
JAINISTIC RECENSION OF 7
Again on another occasion, when King Bhoja had made complete preparations for
the coronation-rite and was mounting the throne, the seventh statue said: " O king,
he who has magnanimity like Vikramaditya's mounts upon this throne." And when
the king askt " Of what sort was tfrig magnanimity ? " the statue said: " O king, in
the words of the verse:
1.  " By offering the king's own royal head, the beautiful lifeless man and
woman lying beside the goddess may be brought to life;"  such a report was
brought to the king, and he went thither intending to do so.   But his hand was
stayed by the goddess; and when she said " Choose a wish," he replied: " Let
this couple be brought to life, and let their desire be granted."
In Avanti-city, the noble King Vikrama.   In his reign the people shunned the
seven vices, did not transgress the rules of action which pertained to their own castes,
meditated on the sacred word, and discust the (supreme) truth.   They took delight ia
righteousness, and feared evil;  they were eager for glory, devoted to benevolence,
truthful in words, uncovetous in striving for wealth, not given to slander.   They were
mindful of the supreme soul, and despised the body; they had the generosity that is
born of (a realization of) the transiency of wealth, and they had the right spirit in
their hearts.
Here dwelt a merchant named Dhanada, who knew not the extent of Ms own riches.
Whatever articles of wealth were found at all in the city, they all found their way to
bis house. One time he reflected: " I have acquired the goods of this world, but
none at all of the future world. Without them, all this is fruitless, for: